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Mr Chairman 

 

I have the honour today to speak on behalf of the delegations of Canada, Australia and 

New Zealand (CANZ).   

 

Firstly let me thank you for your ongoing stewardship of this committee and 

commend you on your contribution to our work. 

 

This first resumed session of the Fifth Committee provides an important opportunity 

for Member States to consider issues that will shape the vital work of the United 

Nations, to provide strategic guidance and to improve transparency, efficiency and 

accountability in the operations and management of the Organization.   CANZ 

countries share the sentiments and support the principles expressed in the statement 

made by the EU this morning.  We also clearly set out our views on our working 

methods at the PGA’s debate on 10 February.   

 

CANZ has always taken a pragmatic approach to negotiations in this Committee and 

we will continue to work constructively with all delegations to reach outcomes that 

maintain fiscal discipline in this uncertain economic environment, ensure the effective 

delivery of agreed mandates, and promote the important reforms announced by the 

Secretary General.  CANZ delegations have striven over the years to build bridges to 

support the achievement of consensus.  We look forward to continuing to play this 

positive role during this session and in the future. 



 

Mr Chairman 

 

CANZ attaches great importance to an effective, highly professional, and 

operationally independent internal oversight function in the UN.  Among the other 

substantial issues before this Committee, we look forward to positive consideration of 

the proposal by Under Secretary General Lapointe  to make Office of Internal 

Oversight Services audit reports public, subject to certain safeguards.  Such an action 

would be consistent with CANZ support for measures to promote the transparency 

and accountability across the Organization and increase public confidence and 

engagement in the UN.   

 

Mr Chairman 

 

Like others, we also attach great importance to the Capital Master Plan but remain 

concerned about its progress, and believe its efficient implementation within the 

allocated budget is very important.  As you said at the outset, Mr Chairman, we very 

much support all efforts to reach our conclusions by consensus, and we share your 

commitment to tangible results.  We look forward to working with you in support of a 

productive session. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


